
(No)Memory

Cold Storage
Bill Gates’s Image Archive
Jorinde Seijdel

Essay – September 30, 2004

Corbis Corporation, a private company owned by Bill Gates, owns the 
electronic reproduction rights to more than 80 million images, of which a 
portion are made available for purchase via www. corbis.com. Corbis also 
owns a large number of photo archives. In 2001 the company stored millions 
of original photographs, negatives, prints, and slides in Iron Mountain, a 
hermetically sealed, underground storage facility in Pennsylvania. Its ‘cold 
storage’ stops the chemical deterioration of the images. Is Gates the saviour of 
the visual memory of the modern era, or a megalomaniac claiming a 
monopoly over this memory in an unprecedented way? What is the nature of 
his archive, and what are the implications for art and culture?

Alfredo Jaar, Lament of the Images, 2002, installation. Three luminous texts 
in a darkened room; a room with blinding light. © 2012: Alfredo Jaar, New 
York.
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