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‘Hot Winter Press’ zines at We Are the Time Machines: Time and Tools for 
Commoning at Casco by Cooperativa Cráter Invertido (Jazael Olguinzapata), 
2015. – Photo: Sven Lütticken

From its inception,� �O�p�e�n�! and Casco’s series �C�o�m�m�o�n�i�s�t� �A�e�s�t�h�e�t�i�c�s
�[�o�n�l�i�n�e�o�p�e�n�.�o�r�g�/�c�o�m�m�o�n�i�s�t�-�a�e�s�t�h�e�t�i�c�s�]was meant neither as a celebration nor as a debunking 
exercise, but as a critical inquiry. The commons certainly is not lacking in those who hype 
the cause, nor in vehement detractors. For the Invisible Committee, an example, 
‘commonism’ is identified with Ostromite liberal managerialism:

Governing the Commons� �i�s� �t�h�e� �t�i�t�l�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �r�e�c�e�n�t� �b�e�s�t�s�e�l�l�e�r� �b�y� �E�l�i�n�o�r� �O�s�t�r�o�m�,� �N�o�b�e�l� 
�P�r�i�z�e� �i�n� �E�c�o�n�o�m�i�c�s� �i�n� �2�0�0�9�,� �w�h�o� �h�a�s� �d�e�f�i�n�e�d� �e�i�g�h�t� �p�r�i�n�c�i�p�l�e�s� �f�o�r�  ��m�a�n�a�g�i�n�g� �t�h�e� 
�c�o�m�m�o�n�s�. �� �U�n�d�e�r�s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �t�h�e�r�e� �i�s� �a� �p�l�a�c�e� �f�o�r� �t�h�e�m� �i�n� �a�n�  ��a�d�m�i�n�i�s�t�r�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �t�h�e� 
�c�o�m�m�o�n�s �� �t�h�a�t� �r�e�m�a�i�n�s� �t�o� �b�e� �i�n�v�e�n�t�e�d�,� �[�A�n�t�o�n�i�o�]� �N�e�g�r�i� �a�n�d� �a�s�s�o�c�i�a�t�e�s� �h�a�v�e� �e�m�b�r�a�c�e�d� 
�t�h�i�s� �t�h�e�o�r�y�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �i�s� �p�e�r�f�e�c�t�l�y� �l�i�b�e�r�a�l� �a�t� �i�t�s� �c�o�r�e &

 &�[�T�h�e�y�]� �a�r�e� �i�n�c�l�i�n�e�d� �t�o� �m�a�k�e� �t�h�e�  ��c�o�m�m�o�n�s �� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�e� �l�a�t�e�s�t� �m�e�t�a�p�h�y�s�i�c�a�l� �p�r�i�n�c�i�p�l�e� �t�o� 
�c�o�m�e� �o�u�t� �o�f� �t�h�e� �W�e�s�t ��s� �m�a�g�i�c�a�l� �h�a�t�.� �A�n� �a�r�c�h�e�,� �t�h�e�y� �s�a�y�,� �i�n� �t�h�e� �s�e�n�s�e� �o�f� �t�h�a�t� �w�h�i�c�h� 
 ��o�r�g�a�n�i�z�e�s�,� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�s�,� �a�n�d� �r�u�l�e�s� �a�l�l� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �a�c�t�i�v�i�t�y�, �� �a� �n�e�w�  ��b�e�g�i�n�n�i�n�g �� �t�h�a�t� �w�i�l�l� �g�i�v�e� 
�b�i�r�t�h� �t�o� �n�e�w� �i�n�s�t�i�t�u�t�i�o�n�s� �a�n�d� �a� �n�e�w� �w�o�r�l�d� �g�o�v�e�r�n�m�e�n�t�.�1

And is the excitement in some art world circles (however marginal they may be) for forms 
of commoning, or at least the rhetoric of commoning, not deeply suspicious? In her essay
�[�o�n�l�i�n�e�o�p�e�n�.�o�r�g�/�a�l�l�-�s�h�a�l�l�-�b�e�-�u�n�i�c�o�r�n�s�]
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