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‘Hot Winter Press’ zines at We Are the Time Machines: Time and Tools for
Commoning at Casco by Cooperativa Crater Invertido (Jazael Olguinzapata),
2015. - Photo: Sven Lutticken

From its inception, O peand Casco’'s series Commonist Aesthetics
[onlineopen.org/commonistwas meéantinaither as a celebration nor as a debunking
exercise, but as a critical inquiry. The commons certainly is not lacking in those who hype
the cause, nor in vehement detractors. For the Invisible Committee, an example,
‘commonism’ is identified with Ostromite liberal managerialism:

Governing the Commons is the title of the recent bestseller by Elinor Os
Prize in Economics in 2009, who has defined eight principles for
commons. Understanding there is a place for them in an adminis
commons that remains to be invented, [Antonio] Negri and assoc
this theory, which is perfectly liberal at its core&

&[They] are inclined to make the commons into the latest metap
come out of the West s magical hat. An arche, they say, in the se
organizes, commands, and rules all political activity, a new be
birth to new institutions and a new whbrld government.

And is the excitement in some art world circles (however marginal they may be) for forms
of commoning, or at least the rhetoric of commoning, not deeply suspicious? In heressay
[onlineopen.org/all-shall-be-unicorns]
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